Backflow is the flow of non-potable water or other liquid, solid, or gas into the distributing pipes of a potable (drinking) water supply due to backsiphonage, reverse flow, or backpressure. This allows contaminants to flow back into the potable water system putting the public at risk. 

Backflow prevention devices are mandatory within the State of Illinois.  

Any connection point between the potable water supply and the source of contamination is called a cross connection. A cross connection is the point at which an irrigation or other line is tapped into the potable water supply. 

Irrigation and Green Industry Magazine gives the following example of backflow. A home irrigation system with sprinklers is running when a water main is damaged. Suddenly, the pressure that keeps potable water flowing into the system is gone and the water flow changes direction. Water from the irrigation system flows backwards taking with it any pesticides, fertilizers, or animal waste that it may have come in contact with. This contaminated water can then mix with the drinking water supply making the homeowner and his neighbors sick. 

The Illinois Plumbing Code and Illinois Environmental Protection Agency details the requirement of municipal water system operators, including the Village of Golf, to institute cross connection control programs to keep our drinking water safe. Illinois Administrative Code calls out these requirements and those regarding specific backflow prevention devices on cross connections.  

Illinois Administrative Code Section 890.1140(d) states “Any lawn sprinkler system connected to a potable water supply shall be equipped with a reduced pressure principle backflow preventer assembly (RPZ).  The RPZ may be located outside provided it is protected from freezing or is removed at the end of the season, and it conforms with Section 890.1130(g)(1).” 

As further detailed in the Illinois Administrative Code, the RPZ must be inspected annually and signed by a Cross Connection Control Device Inspector (CCCDI) and the inspection report must be submitted to the Village of Golf. Many sprinkler or plumbing companies have a CCCDI on staff and will assist you with completing and filing an inspection report.  

Annual inspection reports are due on June 1 of each year. 

